
Sea Star 
Anatomy
Puzzle
How does a sea star hold on to a 
rock as the tide comes in? And how 
can it open clam shells without using 
tools? Take a tour of the insides of 
these tough intertidal invertebrates 
and assemble your own model to 
find out.

Materials
Scissors
Print-out templates (pages 2-3) 
Crayons or colored pencils (optional)

1. Optional: Watch the “Sea Star Anatomy” video to learn about what’s going on inside a sea star 
with Academy volunteer Aneeka.

2. Print and color the sea star silhouette (page 2) and sea star anatomy pieces (page 3).

3. Read the descriptions next to the anatomy pieces (page 3). 
Based on the clues, where do you think they belong in the sea star’s body?

4. Cut out the sea star (page 2) and anatomy pieces (page 3).

5. Assemble the sea star anatomy puzzle by arranging the puzzle pieces on top of and below the 
sea star silhouette. Some pieces will overlap one another.

Directions








